3848 VETERANS DRIVE / TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49684
(231) 941-1620 / FAX: (231) 941-1588
www.garfield-twp.com ~ updated frequently!

TOWNSHIP HOURS
Monday—Thursday
7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
CLOSED FRIDAYS

HOLIDAY HOURS
Township offices will be closed
for the observance of the following holidays:
Christmas Eve — Dec. 24th
Christmas — Dec. 25th
New Years Eve — Dec. 31st
New Years Day — Jan. 1st
Martin Luther King Jr.
Day — Jan. 20th
Presidents’ Day — Feb. 17th
ELECTED OFFICIALS
CHUCK KORN ..........................SUPERVISOR
JEANE BLOOD LAW..................TREASURER

WINTER 2019

Garfield
Charter Township
SERVING THE CITIZENS OF NORTHERN MICHIGA N

OUR MISSION
As neighbors, we work together to create a community where our residents and businesses
thrive, our natural resources are protected and enjoyed, our visitors are welcomed and
appreciated, and our high quality of life is promoted.

FROM THE CLERK’S OFFICE
The Clerk’s office is busy getting ready for the 2020 election year. With the passage of Proposal
18-3 in 2018, we anticipate a large increase in absentee voting. If you have never voted absentee
and would like to, all you need to do is call the Clerk’s office and request to be put on our list.
The next election here in Garfield Township will be the Presidential Primary on March 10 th. If you
are headed south for the Winter, be sure to notify our office of your winter address so that we can
mail election materials to the correct address. Remember, election mail will not be forwarded.
The good news for voters in Precinct One is that there will be a new parking lot at the Silver Lake
Recreation Area adjacent to the Fire Station. This will provide a much safer environment, not
only for our voters on election day, but for Park visitors as well.
As always, we encourage anyone who is interested, to fill out an application to work during the
election. Elections are an important and fascinating process and we welcome new workers.

LANIE MCMANUS .............................CLERK
MOLLY AGOSTINELLI .................... TRUSTEE
STEVE DUELL............................... TRUSTEE

2020 CENSUS COMING SOON
Child splits time between households or lives
with another relative,

DAN WALTERS ............................. TRUSTEE

You will be receiving a paper questionnaire or
an invitation to fill out your 2020 Census
online by March 12-20, 2020.

STAFF

When you fill out your census, you help:

HILARY ALPERS ........................APPRAISER

- Determine how many seats your state gets in
Congress.

Child lives in a home with young parents or a
young, single mom,

DENISE SCHMUCKAL .................... TRUSTEE

JUSTIN BIGBEE ......................... APPRAISER
AMY L DEHAAN ........................ ASSESSOR
RICH DERKS.............. BUILDING INSPECTOR
MICHAEL GREEN ...ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
STEVE HANNON.. DEPUTY PLANNING DIRECTOR
JOHN SYCH ................ PLANNING DIRECTOR
KAREN LEAVER .............. ADMIN ASSISTANT
CHLOE MACOMBER .... DEPUTY TREASURER
DEREK MORTON.... ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
BILL MOUSER............ FACILITIES MANAGER
KATHLEEN ROON .... OFFICE COORDINATOR
AMY SIMON ....BUILDING & LAND USE ASST.
CARL STUDZINSKI .........BUILDING OFFICIAL
BETTY TEZAK..................... DEPUTY CLERK

- Guide how more than $675 billion in federal
funding is distributed to states and communities each year.
- Create jobs, provide housing, prepare for
emergencies, and build schools, roads and
hospitals.
- Help our township get funding we need to
grow.
ALL responses are:
Safe, secure and protected by federal law,
information is not shared so it cannot be used
against you.
Make sure all young children are counted
for, especially if:

Child lives in a lower income household,

Child is a newborn,
Child lives in a household that is large with
extended or multiple families,
Child that lives in a household that recently
moved,
Child lives in a household where they aren’t
supposed to be,
Child lives in a non-English or limitedEnglish speaking household,
Child lives in a household of recent
immigrants or foreign-born adults.
For more information visit census.gov
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FROM THE TREASURER’S OFFICE
We are switching things up at
the Garfield Township hall.
The Treasurer and Clerk have
traded office locations. The
reason for this move is to
accommodate the Clerk’s
anticipated increase in absenChloe and Jeane
tee ballots and the increased
need for part-time staffing during elections. All registered voters may vote absentee without providing a reason, due to the
passage of statewide Proposal 18-3. This change is expected
to substantially increase the workload of local clerks. The new
office location will allow for the Clerks to utilize the meeting
room, next to their office, for future elections.

Upon entering the building, the Clerk’s office is now located
down the hallway to the right and the Treasurer’s office is off
of the lobby (straight across from the entrance door). We hope
our new locations will better serve you as our residents.
Please congratulate Amy Simon,
former Administrative Assistant, who
has moved to Building and Land Use
Assistant, Karen Leaver, former Office
Coordinator, who has now moved to
the Administrative Assistant position
and Kathleen Roon who is now the
Office Coordinator at the front desk.

Amy, Kathleen & Karen

We all look forward to helping our Township residents.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
Jan 10th – Personal Property Statements and Small Business
Exemption forms mailed to business owners.

March 2nd – Last day to pay Real Property Taxes before
transferring unpaid balances to County Treasurer.

Feb 14th – Winter Tax Due Date (last day to pay without
interest/penalty is Feb 18th).

March 9th – March Board of Review meets (if you think
your property value is too high, contact the assessing office
at 231-941-1620 before this date).

Feb 20th – Personal Property Statements or Small Business
Exemption forms due for business owners.

March 10th – WE WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY.

FROM THE PLANNING OFFICE
On October 21, the Township held a public input session for the Barlow Garfield Neighborhood Plan. This neighborhood plan will be
incorporated into the Township Master Plan and help guide future development for part of the east side of the township including both
sides of the street on portions of Barlow Street, South Airport Road, Garfield Avenue, and surrounding sites.
At the public input session, Township Planning staff described the planning process and gave a snapshot of existing conditions in the
neighborhood. Attendees then took part in a visual preference survey where they were shown images of different places and asked how
they felt each was appropriate for the Barlow Garfield neighborhood. These images included different types of buildings, architecture,
landscaping, street amenities, and park facilities. The visual preference survey generated great discussion among the attendees and we
received a lot of very helpful feedback! If you were unable to attend the public input session, a version of the visual preference survey is
available on the project website at the link below.
Township Planning staff will use the feedback from the public input session as part of developing a full draft of the Barlow Garfield
Neighborhood Plan. Look for the draft plan with opportunities to provide comments in early 2020!
For updates on the Barlow Garfield Neighborhood Plan, visit the project website: http://www.garfield-twp.com/barlowgarfield.asp
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FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE
Once again, new Construction and Sales activity has been very high this year. Buyers need to understand how property values
are calculated after a purchase. We want to help! We can explain how your property taxes will be affected by your purchase.

The AV is our attempt to reflect 50% of the true cash value of the property. Since the AV is supposed to reflect 50% of that,
one would expect it should now become 50% of the sale price, but the law does not allow us to automatically assess at this
value. All homes in a given neighborhood are increased, or decreased, by the average difference between the AV and the sale
prices of all properties that sold in that area. The TV is a separate, "capped" value calculation that uses last year's TV times
the lesser of the CPI (Consumers Price Index) or 5% - UNLESS the property sells, something new is built or demolished. If a
property sells, the TV stays the same until the
next year - when it becomes the same as the new
AV and the buyer will pay more taxes than the
seller did.

* AV= Assessed Value, TV= Taxable Value

If this sounds confusing, you are not alone! If
you've recently bought a home, added a deck,
removed a garage or just want to understand how
your values are calculated, feel free to call Hilary
or Justin - they are here to explain how the
process works!

DO YOU OWN A BUSINESS IN GARFIELD TOWNSHIP?
Taxpayers are no longer required to annually file Form 5076 - Small Business Property Tax Exemption Claim Under MCL 211.9o in
order to claim the exemption. If you didn’t file in 2019, you MUST file in 2020 to claim the exemption. Once granted, the exemption will
continue until the taxpayer no longer qualifies. At that point, taxpayers are required to file Rescission (form 5618) indicating they no
longer qualify for the exemption AND a personal property statement (form L-4175) no later than February 20th of the year the property is
no longer eligible. Failure to file Form 5618 will result in significant penalty and interest.
IMPORTANT: Form 5076 must be completely filled out, signed AND
filed by February 20, 2020, or the exemption may not be accepted by the Assessor.
Once filed, taxpayers will NOT be required to file this form annually. However, taxpayers must be able to provide evidence to support
their exemption at the request of the Assessor. Assessors may audit the personal property records of businesses within their jurisdiction. It
is important (and required by MCL 211.22) that taxpayers keep accurate personal property records.
Personal property forms are available in the Assessor's Office or on-line at:
www.garfield-twp.com/personalproperty.asp OR
https://www.michigan.gov/taxes/0,4676,7-238-43535_72736---,00.html
Taxpayers with questions about this or any other personal property reporting requirements are encouraged to call the Assessors Office
(231-941-1620).

WINTER PARKING
A reminder for drivers to slow down and allow for extra time to your destination. Snow tires make a huge difference for safe winter
travel. Also, have some essential items in your vehicle in case you get stuck: shovel, sandbag, blankets, flashlights and jumper cables.
A reminder of the County Winter Parking Ordinance #13:
The purpose of this ordinance is to prohibit the parking of motor vehicles on public roadways and shoulders of Grand Traverse County
during the winter season, December 1 to March 31 of the following year, between the hours of 12:00 a.m. (midnight) and 8:00 a.m. and
snow emergencies, in order to facilitate snow removal, general highway maintenance and to eliminate obstruction, hazardous and undue
interference with the free movement of traffic caused by the parking of vehicles upon the public highways.
Please visit https://www.grandtraverse.org/DocumentCenter/View/297/ for more information.
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FROM THE ZONING OFFICE
SNOW REMOVAL INFORMATION
With winter approaching, we want to make you aware of our Noise Ordinance as it relates to snow
removal. According to the Noise Ordinance, the operation of commercial snow removal equipment
(other than light trucks) and the use of back-up alarms between the hours of 10:00 pm and 6:00 am
are prohibited except when the Grand Traverse County Emergency Management declares a snow
emergency.
This office often receives complaints from residents who are awakened early in the morning to noise
from snow removal equipment. If you are a resident or business owner and are hiring snow removal
contractors, we would suggest that you let them know of these rules in advance of the upcoming
winter season to avoid future conflicts. If you have any questions, feel free to contact the Zoning
Department at (231) 941-1620 x 231. Township Ordinances, including our Noise Ordinance, can be
viewed online at http://www.garfield-twp.com/ordinances.asp.

HAVING A VISIBLE ADDRESS COULD SAVE A LIFE
There is an emergency at your house. You call
911 and the dispatcher tells you help is on the
way. As you hear the sirens or see the lights
approaching, you feel a mild sense of relief, but
that quickly turns into panic as you see them
drive past your home.
This is a reality that leaves the first responders
with a lost sense of urgency as well. However,
contrary to popular belief when fire, police or
EMS are dispatched to a residence or business
GPS’s don’t always guide them to the exact
location that they need to be. They are relying
on good, old fashioned numbers on a building
and/or mailbox to tell them they are at the right
place. More than one would expect, those
numbers are nowhere to be found!
It is recommended to have your address displayed so that it’s easily visible on both the
home/business and the mailbox. Numbers on

As a courtesy to our
residents, Garfield Township
accepts postmarks for tax
due dates (not obligated by
law). CAUTION:
Online bill payments often
use bulk mailings that do not
include a postmark.
Payments received after the
due date with no postmark
will be considered late.

The Township Board is
always looking for residents
to serve on various boards
and commissions. Please send
a letter of interest to the
Township Supervisor at the
township hall if this is
something you might be
interested in. Get involved in
your community!

Minutes can be crucial in an emergency, and it’s
just as frustrating to emergency responders to
not be able to locate their destination, as it is to
the occupants to watch them drive past.

The Township Board meets
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
each month at 6:00 pm.

Help Us- So We Can Help You!

The Planning Commission
meets on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each month
at 7:00 pm.
The Zoning Board of
Appeals meets on an as
needed basis on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month
at 6:00 pm.

Cherryland Electric with
an Electrical Safety Demo

FUN DAY FOR ALL

PARK RESERVATIONS
It’s not too early to book
your park reservations for
2020. Applications can be
downloaded from our
website or picked up from
the reception desk at the
Township Hall.

the building and mailbox should be a minimum
of 4 inches tall, in a contrasting color to where
they are placed and preferably reflective. They
should be easily seen at first glance from a
distance. The ones on the home/building are
best seen if they are under a light. On mailboxes
numbers should be on both sides of the box.
Also, address markers should clearly mark
which driveway they belong to if there is more
than one choice. You can purchase reflective
2-sided address signs that mount to the mailbox
post at local hardware stores or online.
Remember, these numbers must be seen at night
and in inclement weather.

GRAND TRAVERSE METRO FIRE DEPARTMENT

GT METRO
OPEN HOUSE–
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Sparky the Fire Dog
visits with our little
friends!

Fire Fighter Jon
Williamson
explaining some
of our equipment.

Capt. Mark Shaul runs
young fire fighter enthusiasts
through the obstacle course,
and overlooking is our great
Cook for the Day, George.

The Parks and Recreation
Commission meets the 1st
Monday of every other
month at 6:00 p.m.
All meetings take place at
the Garfield Township Hall
unless stated otherwise on
the agenda.

