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Garfield
Charter Township
SERVING THE CITIZENS OF NORTHERN MICHIGA N

TOWNSHIP HOURS
Monday —Thursday
7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
CLOSED FRIDAYS

HOLIDAY HOURS
Township offices will be closed for the
observance of the following holidays:
Christmas — Dec. 24th & 25th
New Years Eve — Dec. 31st
New Years Day — Jan. 1st
Martin Luther King Jr. Day — Jan. 21th

Presidents’ Day — Feb. 18th

ELECTED OFFICIALS

CHUCK KORN……….……..…….SUPERVISOR
JEANE BLOOD LAW………………TREASURER
LANIE MCMANUS……………….……...CLERK
MOLLY AGOSTINELLI………………..TRUSTEE

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS
FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE

NEW 2019 Personal Property Rules:
This new law (PA 132 of 2018) affects ALL businesses who file form 5076 - Small Business Property Tax Exemption Claim Under MCL 211.9o. This exemption provides a complete exemption
from personal property tax for industrial or commercial personal property when the COMBINED
true cash value of all industrial personal property and commercial personal property owned by,
leased by or in the possession of the owner or a related entity claiming the exemption is less than
$80,000 in the local tax collecting unit and the property is not leased to or used by a person that previously owned the property or a person that, directly or indirectly controls, is controlled by or under
common control with the person that previously owned the property. Until PA 132 was signed by
Governor Snyder, businesses were required to file the form 5076 on an annual basis by February
20th each year.
As of May 3, 2018, the filing requirements have changed under the new law. Once taxpayers file
form 5076 to claim the exemption, beginning with the 2019 tax year, the personal property will continue to be exempt until the taxpayer no longer qualifies for the exemption. At that point, taxpayers
are required to file Rescission Form 5618 that indicates they no longer qualify for the exemption
AND a personal property statement no later than February 20th of the year the property is no longer
eligible. Failure to file Form 5618 will result in significant penalty and interest.

STEVE DUELL.....…………….……...TRUSTEE IMPORTANT: Form 5076 must be completely filled out, signed AND filed by February 20,
DENISE SCHMUCKAL………………..TRUSTEE
DAN WALTERS………………………TRUSTEE
STAFF
HILARY ALPERS…………………..….....APPRAISER
JUSTIN BIGBEE…………………………..APPRAISER
AMY L DEHAAN……….………....……...ASSESSOR
RICH DERKS………….……....BUILDING INSPECTOR

2019, or the exemption may be denied by the Assessor. Once filed, taxpayers will NOT be required to file this form annually. Additionally, taxpayers must be able to provide evidence to support
their exemption at the request of the Assessor. Assessors may audit the personal property records of
businesses within their jurisdiction. It is important (and required by MCL 211.22) that taxpayers
keep accurate personal property records for the current calendar year and three (3) calendar years
immediately preceding an audit to assist in this process.
As always, if taxpayers need help with or have questions about this or any other personal property
reporting requirements, they are encouraged to call the Assessors Office (231-941-1620).

MICHAEL GREEN ……..…..ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
JOHN SYCH .………………....PLANNING DIRECTOR
KAREN LEAVER ………… ...OFFICE COORDINATOR
CHLOE MACOMBER…………...DEPUTY TREASURER

CHANGE IS HAPPENING
Welcome Karen Leaver to the Garfield Township staff! Karen has taken over as Office Coordinator
at the front desk. Stop in and say hello.

BILL MOUSER…………….…..FACILITIES MANAGER

Rob Larrea’s last day as Garfield Township Planner was October 18th. The Township wishes him
well in his new endeavor. As of press time, John Sych has been hired as the new Planner. We will
DOROTHY PETROSKEY…PLANNING/BUILDING ASST. introduce him in our next newsletter.
ERIK PERDONIK……..….………..DEPUTY PLANNER

THOM SCHMUCKAL…….….…CODE ENFORCEMENT
AMY SIMON……………………...ADMIN. ASSISTANT
CARL STUDZINSKI……………....BUILDING OFFICIAL
BETTY TEZAK…..…………….……..DEPUTY CLERK

The Township is also saying goodbye to Judy Battle, long-time Administrative Assistant. She will
be retiring this year, and though we wish her well, she will be missed. Judy has been an asset to the
Township for the past 10 years. Amy Simon, former Office Coordinator, will be doing her best to
fill Judy’s shoes.
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FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE
New Home Construction and Home Sales activity has been very high this year. Due to this, it is important that buyers understand what to expect after they purchase a new home. We want to help you
understand how your property taxes will be affected by your purchase.
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ATTENTION SILVER LAKE
PROPERTY OWNERS:
Due to the decreased cost of
maintaining the Milfoil Special
Assessment, Garfield Township
will not be billing for Milfoil this
year on your winter tax bill.

Most of the time when a property sells, the assessed (AV) and taxable (TV) values are quite different
(i.e. AV = $70,000; TV = $52,534). The AV is our attempt to reflect 50% of the true cash value of
the property; although most homes sell for more than that. Using a home with an AV of $70,000, let's
assume the property sells for $150,000. Since the AV is supposed to reflect 50% of that, it should
PARK RESERVATIONS
now become $75,000; however most of the time, this will not be the case. The values of all homes in
It’s not too early to book your
a neighborhood are increased, or decreased, by the average difference between the AV and the sale
park reservations for 2019.
prices of the properties that sold in that area. In this case, the AV is $70,000 and the sale price is
Applications can be downloaded
$150,000, dividing the AV by the sales price gives a ratio of 46.67%. This ratio is what is used to
determine the change in the following year's AV. Because it is less than 50%, it means we have under from our website or picked up
from the reception desk at the
-valued this property by 7.1% (50%/46.67% = 1.071 x 100 = 7.1%). If the average ratio of all sales in
Township Hall.
that area is 6.25%, then the property values in that neighborhood will go up by an average of 6.25%.
For this home, the AV of $70,000 would be increased by 1.0625 to $74,375 (rounded to $74,400).
2019 Household Hazardous
That, in a nutshell, is how AV is calculated.
Waste schedule is out:
The TV is a separate "capped" value calculation that is determined by using the previous year's TV
multiplied by the CPI (Consumers Price Index) or 5%, whichever is less. That is, unless the property  May 9th 1:00pm to 7:00pm
sells, something new is constructed or something is demolished. When a property sells, the TV stays  June 20th 1:00pm to 7:00pm
the same until the next calendar year - at which time, the TV will become the same as the AV and the  August 8th 1:00pm to 7:00pm
new buyer will pay more taxes than the seller did (especially if they owned the home for a long time).  September 28th 9am to 2pm
If the property does not sell and nothing else changes, the TV of $52,534 will change by the CPI (for
2018, that was 2.1%). The $52,534 TV increases by 2.1% ($52,534 x 1.021) to $53,637. By Law, we Appointments are required for
are then required to look at both calculated numbers (AV and TV), and you are taxed on whichever is all HHW events and can be
made by calling 941-5555. Apless. In the case of no sale, this property's TV would then be $53,637 (comparing $74,400 AV and
pointments will not be accepted
$53,637 "capped" value).
This may sound very confusing, so if you've recently bought your home and want to understand how until about one month before
each event.
your taxes will be affected, feel free to call Hilary or Justin - they will be happy to explain how the
process works!
The Township Board is always
NEW DROP BOX
looking for residents to serve on
various boards and commissions.
For your convenience, Garfield Township has added an additional secure drop box that can be acPlease send a letter of interest to
cessed right from your car! You can now drive up and place your absentee ballot and tax payments
the Township Supervisor at the
right inside our new box. The drop
township hall if this is some thing
box is checked and collected several
you might be interested in. Get
times a day during the work week,
involved in your community!
and on weekends during busier times.
Garfield Township strives for great
The Township Board meets the
customer service and convenience for
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each
our residents. Please let us know if
month at 6:00 p.m.
you have any questions about the
new drop box or ideas of how we can
The Planning Commission meets
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
better serve you in other ways.
Map data: Google, DigitalGlobe
each month at 7:00 p.m.

ZONING DEPARTMENT
With winter approaching, we want to make you aware of our Noise Ordinance as it relates to snow
removal. According to the Noise Ordinance, the operation of commercial snow removal equipment
(other than light trucks) and the use of back-up alarms between the hours of 10:00 pm and 6:00 am
are prohibited except when the Grand Traverse County Emergency Management declares a snow
emergency. This office often receives complaints from residents who are awakened early in the
morning to noise from snow removal equipment. If you are a resident or business and are hiring
snow removal contractors, we would suggest that you let them know of these rules in advance of the
upcoming winter season to avoid future conflicts. If you have any questions, feel free to contact the
Zoning Department at (231) 941-1620 x 231.

The Zoning Board of Appeals
meets on an as needed basis on
the 3rd Wednesday of each month
at 6:00 p.m.
The Parks and Recreation Commission meets four times a year.
All meetings take place at the
Garfield Township Hall unless
stated otherwise on the agenda.

