
 Garfield 
Charter Township 

SERVING THE CITIZENS OF NORTHERN MICHIGA N 

SU M M ER  2 0 1 9  

T O W N S H I P  H O U R S  

Monday —Thursday 

7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

CLOSED FRIDAYS 

3848 VETERANS DRIVE  /  TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49684 
(231) 941-1620  /  FAX: (231) 941-1588 
www.garfield-twp.com ~ updated frequently! 

 

HOLIDAY HOURS 
Township offices will be closed for the 

observance of the following holidays: 

Independence Day — July 4th 

Labor Day — Sep. 2nd 

Columbus Day — Oct. 14th 

Veterans Day — Nov. 11th 

Thanksgiving Day — Nov. 28th 

ELECTED OFFICIALS  

CHUCK KORN……….……..…….SUPERVISOR 

JEANE BLOOD LAW………………TREASURER 

LANIE MCMANUS……………….……...CLERK 

MOLLY AGOSTINELLI………………..TRUSTEE 

STEVE DUELL.....…………….……...TRUSTEE 

DENISE SCHMUCKAL………………..TRUSTEE 

DAN WALTERS………………………TRUSTEE 

STAFF 

HILARY ALPERS…………………..….....APPRAISER  

JUDY BATTLE……………………. ADMIN. ASSITANT 

JUSTIN BIGBEE…………………………..APPRAISER 

AMY L DEHAAN……….………....……...ASSESSOR 

RICH DERKS………….……....BUILDING INSPECTOR 

MICHAEL GREEN ……..…..ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

STEVE HANNON .……DEPUTY PLANNING DIRECTOR 

KAREN LEAVER ………… ...OFFICE COORDINATOR 

CHLOE MACOMBER…………...DEPUTY TREASURER 

BILL MOUSER…………….…..FACILITIES MANAGER 

DOROTHY PETROSKEY…BLDG. & LAND USE ASST.                                                                                                      

AMY SIMON……………………...ADMIN. ASSISTANT 

CARL STUDZINSKI……………....BUILDING OFFICIAL 

JOHN SYCH  .………………....PLANNING DIRECTOR 

BETTY TEZAK…..…………….……..DEPUTY CLERK 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
Your 2019 Summer Property Tax bill will be mailed out by July 1st and is normally due on 

September 14th. This year the 14th is a non-business day so we have extended the due date to 

Monday, September 16, 2019.  

 

Special Assessment bills will be mailed out July 1st and are normally due on September 1st. This 

year the 1st is also a non-business day. We have extended that due date until Tuesday, September 3, 

2019. All payments to be considered on time must be in the township office by 6:00 pm on the 

adjusted due dates. 

 

Summer Tax Deferments are Available!  You may qualify for a deferment of your summer taxes if 

your gross household income was not over $40,000 during the preceding calendar year AND you 

qualify as one of the following:  1) 62 years of age or older (including the unmarried surviving 

spouse of a person who was 62 years of age or older at the time of death); 2) a paraplegic or 

quadriplegic; 3) an eligible serviceperson, eligible veteran, or their eligible widow or widower; 4) a 

blind person; or 5) a totally and permanently disabled person. 

 

This makes the summer taxes for your primary residence due on February 14, 2020, instead of 

September 14, 2019, which will give you more time to make payments with no late interest. If you 

have qualified in the past, you will be receiving an application in the mail around July 1st, 2019. If 

you think you may qualify and did not receive an application in the mail, applications are available 

at the Treasurer’s office. 

FROM THE CLERK’S OFFICE 
 
There is currently no election scheduled in Garfield Township for 2019.  With the passing of 

Proposal 3 in 2018, however, we would like to make all of our voters aware that there are no longer 

any requirements to vote absentee.  Any person who is registered to vote may vote absentee if they 

desire to.  If you wish to vote absentee for every election you may request to have your name placed 

on our permanent absentee voter list.  This would mean that you would receive an application for a 

ballot before every election, and when the application is returned you would be issued a ballot. 

 

Proposal 3 also eliminated the need for a voter to register 30 days prior to an election.  A voter may 

now register and vote the same day as an election.  If a voter registers 14 days or less before an 

election, they MUST show proof of residency at the time of registration to receive a regular ballot.  

For those voters wishing to register on election day, they will need to register at the Clerk’s office in 

the Township Hall.  You will not be able to register in the precinct. 

 

The Clerk’s office encourages voters to register early for an election, if 

possible, to avoid any election day delays.  We also encourage any voter 

who thinks they may want to vote absentee to call the Township and 

request to be placed on the Permanent Absentee Voter list. 

 

As always, anyone who is interested in becoming a part of the voting process and learning more 

about elections is welcome to fill out an application to become a Precinct Inspector.  The application 

can be found on the Township website or picked up in our office. 
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GARFIELD TOWNSHIP WELCOMES OPPORTUNITY ZONE 

A new federal tax relief program has created a unique approach to economic development that could have significant impact on Garfield 

Township. The creation of Opportunity Zones across the country, including one here in the Township, can become magnets for 

revitalization with private capital supporting new private development. The Garfield Opportunity Zone crosses the Township and is 

generally bordered by South Airport Road on the north, Townline Road on the east, Hammond Road on the south, and US-31 on the 

west. The intended result is for this area to experience broader, increased development and redevelopment along with the creation of new 

jobs. 

 

So how does this Opportunity Zone work? To reduce the amount of tax they have to pay on their capital gains, successful investors can 

make a capital investment in a business or tangible property located in an Opportunity Zone. The longer the capital is left invested in the 

Opportunity Zone, the less the investor has to pay in capital gains tax. Opportunity Zones offer investors the chance to reduce their 

capital gains tax liability by 15 percent and face no tax on any appreciation of investments in the Zone. To secure the maximum benefit 

however, funds must stay invested for at least ten years. 

 

The investor makes the investment by contributing to an Opportunity Fund that is set up in an Opportunity Zone. There can be multiple 

funds in any one zone. The funds may support most any type of business from restaurants and retail stores to offices and industrial 

buildings to multiple family residences. Examples of available investments include new construction such as commercial, residential and 

mixed-use development, rehabilitation of existing properties, seed capital for start-up businesses, business expansion or relocation, 

affordable housing, renewable energy, and infrastructure. 

 

What makes this program even more attractive to investors is that there is no local government sign off or approval needed. This 

streamlined approach of private dollars supporting private business has the potential to make noticeable improvements in a timely 

manner. Garfield Township is a market that has experienced continuous lucrative investment with future growth potential. Investors 

looking to this area will find projects that are low risk and provide substantial community benefit.  For more information, visit: http://

www.garfield-twp.com/economicdevelop.asp  



It's official! Garfield Township has completely recovered from the Great 

Recession. In 2019, the taxable value has finally exceeded the highest 

taxable value ever - which was back in 2009. Continued construction 

activity along with the active real estate market in the Traverse City area 

have increased the township's 2019 taxable value by over 4%. 

PAGE 3 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GARFIELD SUMMER 2019 

The combined taxable value of commercial, industrial 

and utility (CIU) property continues to be slightly less 

(2.66%) than the taxable value of all residential 

property. And, while housing values continue to climb, 

CIU property values are gaining ground - increasing by 

1% over 2018. These are indicators of a healthy market 

for real estate in Garfield Township. 

FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS  — FROM THE ROAD COMMISSION 
 
Did you know we work with townships to help improve subdivision, gravel and local low volume roads? While the majority of the road 

millage funds are used to improve connector-type roads that serve higher traffic volumes, our Board sets aside general funds for 

partnership projects. This includes gravel road improvement, special assessment district and local road preservation projects. These are 

generally resident initiated and driven to improve the roads in their own neighborhood. Call the Road Commission at 922-4848 and we 

can explain the process to get you started. Garfield Township will work with the Road Commission and assist with the financial and legal 

aspects. 

This year, the Assessor has compiled and created the first ever "Annual Assessment Roll Report" for the Township Supervisor and 

Trustees. The report contains information about changes in the tax base, an overview of various incentive programs and exemptions, the 

results of the 2018 Audit of Minimum Assessing Requirements, legislative changes affecting assessment administration and trends and 

forecasts in the real estate market. The report can be found on the Township's website, under Assessing - Reports for those interested in 

viewing it. 

 

Nine companies remain from last year, 

though their positions on the list may have 

changed. Despite appealing its value at the 

Michigan Tax Tribunal, the Grand Traverse 

Mall has the township's highest taxable 

value again this year. The Ridges at 45 

Apartments with their continued 

construction moved up on the list from #6, 

and Consumers Energy moved down from 

#5. With the addition of Hobby Lobby, 

Buffalo Ridge moved to #7 from #10 in 

2018, and the Great Wolf Lodge moved 

down from #7 to #9. Tyson Foods (formerly Sara Lee/Hillshire) was bumped off the top ten list this year, and the newest addition to the 

list is Fox Auto.  



The Township Board meets the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of each month at 
6:00pm 

The Planning Commission meets on 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00pm 

The Zoning Board of Appeals meets 
on an as needed basis on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 
pm 

The Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion meets four times a year 

All meetings take place at the Gar-
field Township Hall unless stated 
otherwise on the agenda  
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2019 Household  

Hazardous Waste Schedule 

 

 August 8th 1:00pm to 7pm 

 September 28th 9:00am to 2pm 

Appointments are required for all 

HHW events and can be made by 

calling  (231) 941-5555.  Appoint-

ments will not be accepted until 

about one month before each event. 

Fall Brush Drop Off 
 
Fall brush drop off passes will be 
available early October. We are 
hoping the weather will cooperate 
and we will be able to finish our 
yard cleanup before the first flakes 
of snow.  Look to our website for 
further information as we get closer 
to the fall season.    

Betty awarded Certified Michigan Municipal Clerk (CMMC) designation—Betty Tezak, 

Garfield Township Deputy Clerk, was recently awarded the Certified Michigan Municipal Clerk 

designation by the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks (MAMC) after completing numerous 

hours of classroom education over a three-year period. Betty says that her focus on education will 

help her keep abreast of legislative changes and trends in municipal government.  We applaud Betty 

for all her hard work and commitment in achieving the CMMC certification and her dedication in 

providing quality service to our Garfield Township residents, voters, and businesses. 

 

Township Welcomes new Deputy Planning Director—We are pleased to announce Steve Hannon 

joined our team in May as Deputy Planning Director.  Steve is certified by the American Institute of 

Certified Planners (AICP) and has over five years of professional planning experience in the public 

and private sectors.  His previous employment includes over three years as a consultant for smaller 

communities in Southeast Michigan, and two years as a transportation planner in the Minneapolis / 

St. Paul area. In his leisure time, Steve enjoys cycling and is currently serving on the Board of 

Directors for the League of Michigan Bicyclists.  Stop by and say hello —  Steve is eager to meet our 

township residents. 

 

Fireworks—when can you set them off?—Garfield Township’s Board passed an amendment to the 

Consumer Fireworks Ordinance No. 67 that limits the number of days when fireworks will be 

allowed. The new schedule deletes some federal holidays, but expands the allowable days around the 

fourth of July, which is the most popular day for shooting off fireworks. Effective as of May 5, 2019, 

the ignition, discharge, and use of consumer fireworks in Garfield Township is prohibited at all times 

except for the following: 

 From 11:00 am until 1:00 am December 31st and January 1st. 

 From 11:00 am until 11:45 pm the Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial Day. 

 From 11:00 am until 11:45 pm June 29th through July 4th, and July 5th if it is a Friday or Saturday 

 From 11:00 am until 11:45 pm the Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day. 

 

New Family Member!—Congratulations to Chloe Macomber, 

our Deputy Treasurer, and her husband, Brady, on the birth of 

their second child, Alden Matthew. Alden was born on April 20 

and weighed 12 lbs, 1 oz.  Big sister, Ellorie, has welcomed her 

new baby brother with open arms and is eager to help mom 

take care of the baby. Welcome, Alden, to Garfield Township.  

Marijuana Use 

 

The Township Board 

has voted to prohibit  

possession, smoking or vaping of 

marijuana, tobacco or any other 

product on all Garfield Township 

parks and recreational lands, 

facilities and trails.  See 

Amendment 2 to Parkland 

Ordinance No. 50, posted on our 

website. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PARKING REGULATIONS 

Due to recent inquiries regarding parking of vehicles in residential areas, it would be helpful to 

briefly explain the various rules in effect in Garfield Township.  The Township Junk Ordinance 

(Ordinance #47) prohibits the open storage of vehicles that are unregistered or inoperable but does 

allow storage within an enclosed building or fenced area not visible from a roadway or neighboring 

property.   Section 613 of the Township Zoning Ordinance states that licensed vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, and boats are permitted as an accessory use to a residence as long as they are owned by a 

resident, are in operable condition, and are kept in the rear yard, side yard, or in a driveway; this 

section also prohibits such storage from the front yard between a residence and the roadway.   

 

Although not a Garfield Township Ordinance, it is also worth mentioning that township residents 

are also subject to the Grand Traverse County Winter Parking Ordinance, which prohibits the 

parking of motor vehicles on public roadways and shoulders of roads in Grand Traverse County 

during the winter season between December 1 - March 31 between the hours of midnight and 8 a.m. 

and during snow emergencies.   More information about the Township Junk or Zoning Ordinances 

can be found at our website or by contacting Mike Green in the Zoning Department at 231-941-

1620, Extension 231.  


