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SERVI NG  THE CI T IZ EN S OF  NO R THE RN MI CH IGA N  

S P R I N G   2 0 1 0  

T O W N S H I P  H O U R S  

         Monday ñFriday 

     8 to 12 noon & 1 to 5 p.m. 

For your convenience, the Treasurerõs 

office is open to accept tax payments 

during the lunch hour.  
 
              ** PLEASE NOTE **  
Tax payment receipts will only be sent 
upon request or if a self-addressed 
stamped envelope is included with 
payment. 
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FROM THE SUPERVISOR:  2009ðA YEAR IN REVIEW 
As everyone knows, 2009 saw cutbacks and reductions throughout all sectors of the economy.   

Garfield Township is not immune to these difficult economic times.   In response, the Township 

Board made necessary difficult financial decisions.  When elected to office in 2008, we faced an 

$800,000 decline in revenue for 2009.  This financial burden required the Board to immediately find 

solutions.  Reductions were made in legal fees, employee benefits, mileage reimbursement, postage, 

paper and supplies, as well as bidding out for township services.  Regrettably, the budget cutbacks 

also necessitated staff reductions in every department, which amounted to 25% of our employees.  

Some staff retired and others were laid off, but the loss of these valuable staff members is a chal-

lenge, especially when high quality of service to our residents remains a priority. 

For 2010, we are facing many budget issues such as probable revenue-sharing cuts from the State;    

a decrease in our tax base due to the growing number of businesses closing; changes from the State 

in the way that taxes are determined on businesses; and a decrease in the CPI (Consumer Price In-

dex) which means that the rate of inflation will actually go down this year, reducing taxable value on 

most properties.  While some of these changes are good for taxpayers, it means less operational 

funds for taxing authorities.  We cannot predict what will happen with the economy, but we are 

committed as a Board to make sure that we consider the needs of our residents and create new solu-

tions to address these budget issues.  We welcome all of you to attend our board meetings and ex-

press your ideas and concerns.      - Chuck  Korn 

2009 ACCOMPLISHMENTS & AWARDS   
18% reduction in spending over 2007 and a 25% reduction in spending over 2008 

Maintained one of lowest millage rates since 2002 (Township millage rate was 3.8584 in 2007 

and is 2.6744 today = down 31%) 

Reduced delinquent personal property taxes 

Created a more user-friendly website (www.garfield-twp.com) 

Acquired grant funding for new fire station 

Acquired matching grants to purchase scenic Boardman River property 

Made improvements to Silver Lake Park (benches and baseball field) 

Adopted a property maintenance code 

Updated and adopted ordinances (Parks Ordinance; Outdoor Gathering Ordinance) 

Updated fee schedules to more closely match other local municipalities 

New planning bylaws & Planning Commission ordinances have been developed and adopted 

Award received for òOutstanding Collaborationó on the Grand Traverse Commons project, 

shared with the City of Traverse City and the Minervini Group, presented by the Northwest 

Michigan Council of Governments. 

 
2010 GOALS 

Continue to reduce operational expenses 

Unify garbage pickup to offer residents lower rates 

and fewer trucks on roads 

Continued improvements to township parks 

Completion of the new fire station 

Cross-train staff and improve skills and efficiency 

Update the zoning ordinance 

Adopt a capital improvement program 

Scenic Boardman River Parkland 



THE ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 
The Township Board of Review will meet at the 

Township hall to hear assessment, taxable value, 

classification, and hardship exemption appeals on 

these dates: 

Mon., March 8ñ9 a.m. to 12noon & 1 to 4 p.m. 

Tues., March 9ñ9 a.m. to 12noon & 1 to 4 p.m. 

Wed., March 10ñ1 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. 

Thurs., March 11ñ1 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. 

If you are seeking an appeal, agricultural and resi-

dential property owners are required to appear at 

one of the above meetings to protect your right to 

further appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  

Property owners wishing to appeal one or more of 

these items may attend a hearing on these dates, 

or appeal by letter stating their contentions.  Let-

ters must be received prior to the last scheduled 

hearing date.  Commercial, industrial and personal 

property owners may appeal valuations directly to 

the tribunal; however, appeals at the local level are 

encouraged and may avoid the legal fees associ-

ated with an appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 

We will be updating all residential files throughout 

the coming years.  We plan to complete at least 

20% of township properties by the end of 2010, 

with a goal of visiting and updating all properties 

by the end of 2014.  This process will begin in 

April.  You may see us measuring and verifying 

information regarding your property, as well as 

taking photos for the files.  Any homeowners 

scheduled for review in 2010 will be notified in 

advance by mail.  As always, if you have any ques-

tions, please call or stop in to the Assessing De-

partment and talk with one of our staff members. 

FROM THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
While development applications remain slow, weõre seeing signs of life in a number of requested 

amendments to existing developments, including Copper Ridge, The Crown, and The Traditions at 

Ashland Park.  Some applications that were recently approved include:  Meijer approved for a drive-up 

pharmacy window;  Samõs Club approved for a canopied drive-up loading zone;  and an indoor bike 

and skate park, North Coast Freeride, was 

approved in the Lynch Drive Business Park.   

Guided by the 2007 Comprehensive Plan, we 

are nearing adoption of a Mixed-Use Business 

Zoning District to replace the M-1 and M-2 

industrial zoning districts.  Work continues on 

drafting a new and more user-friendly zoning 

ordinance to replace the antiquated one pres-

ently used.   

We always look forward to hearing from and 

assisting you, so please feel free to get in 

touch!  Check out info on Parks & Recreation 

on page 4 of this newsletter! 

FROM THE CLERKôS OFFICE 
The Clerkõs Office has a busy year ahead planned.  
The Primary is set for 8/3/10, and the General 
Election is 11/2/10.  You must be registered to 
vote 30 days in advance of an election.  If you 
would like to see if you are registered to vote in 
Garfield Township, you can contact me by phone 
or email; or you can check online at the MI Secre-
tary of State website:  www.michigan.gov/sos    
On the left hand side is a menu.  Click on 
òElections in Michiganó and you will find more 
than you ever wanted to know about elections, 
including a search function to find if you are regis-
tered to vote and voting locations. 

We will need election workers for the two sched-
uled election days.  I am currently taking applica-
tions for persons to serve as Election Inspectors 
on both August 3rd and November 2nd.  There 
will be training sessions in June.  We are looking 
for people who enjoy working with computers, to 
help with the new electronic poll books. 

If you are on our òPermanent Absentee Voter 
Listó, you will automatically receive an application 
for the Primary, as well as the General Election.  
Please sign and return it to us, so that your ballots 
can be mailed.  We are required to have your cur-
rent signature for each ballot that we send.  If you 
would like to be on this absentee list, give us a call 
and we will add your name. 

Please visit our new website: 
www.garfield-twp.com    We have added many 
new features, and made navigation much more 
user-friendly.  We update important township 
information regularly, including Town Board 
meeting agendas and minutes.  It is the best way to 
stay current with what is happening in Garfield 
Township. 

If you have any questions, concerns or comments, 
I can be reached in my office at (231) 941-1620  or 
by email to:   kschumacher@garfield-twp.com                      
   ñKay Schumacher 
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Itôs In Our Hands 
 

Employment opportunities are 
available with the 2010 Census.  
You could work up to 40 hours 
per week in a temporary, part-
time job and enjoy good pay, 
flexible hours, mileage reim-
bursement, and the chance to 
serve your community.  Call 
toll-free today:   

1-866-861-2010 
Get more information at: 

www.2010censusjobs.gov  

 

RECYCLE NEWS 
 

Information about recycling in 
Grand Traverse County can be 
found at the Resource Recov-
ery website (see ad to the 
right.)  Collection dates and 
drop off locations will be 
posted online as they become 
available.   Information can 
also be obtained by calling the  
RecycleSmart Hotline at: 

941-5555 

WITH GRATITUDE  

We would like to thank the 
following individuals for their 
time of service to Garfield 
Township residents.  We wish 
you well in the future. 

BOBBIE JAMES ð 22 years in 
the Treasurerõs Dept. 
GORDON JOHNSTONñ22 
years in the Building Dept. 
BOB WOODSñ9 years in 
the Zoning Department 
CARRIE CHARRONñAdmin. 
Assistant 
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Now make your Personal  
Property and Real Estate 

Tax Payments by credit card!   
 

Pay online at: 
www.officialpayments.com 

 
Or call: 

1-800-2PAY-TAX 
Charter Township of Garfield 

Jurisdiction Code:  7097 
 

Official Payments charges a 
nominal fee for this service. 

 
Payment services provided by: 

THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT  
The purpose of the Building Dept. is to ensure 
that a prescribed level of life safety is incorporated 
into all buildings and structures in our jurisdiction.  
This is accomplished by adhering to the provisions 
of the Michigan State Building Code and the Inter-
national Property Maintenance Code.  The build-
ing permit process provides long term benefits for 
the future of the built environment in Garfield 
Township.   

With the economy in decline, building permits 
have decreased.  Nationally, building permits have 
decreased 38%.  Unfortunately, Garfield Town-
ship has followed this national trend, which neces-
sitated cutbacks in staff.  The shift in the economy 
has encouraged our citizens to make further in-
vestments in their existing homes, resulting in 
many smaller jobs in the form of additions, altera-
tions and improvements.  Because of this change, 
the Building Dept. will provide an extra measure 
of service to any homeowner in need of assistance 
or information.  We have numerous construction 
informational booklets for your convenience.  
Please stop by the office if you have any questions. 

In other news, our property maintenance inspec-
tions are now in full swing, with some interesting 
results.  Over 60% of the rental units, apartments, 

and hotels we have inspected have resulted in vio-
lations.  The initiative shown by the town board in 
support of this program will assure a safer com-
munity not only for today, but in the future.  If 
you have any complaints or questions about any 
potential safety concerns regarding your rental 
unit, please give us a call.  We are committed to 
maintaining both property values and the aesthetic 
value of our community. 

On a positive note, we have completed installing 
park benches and improved the baseball field at 
our Silver Lake Park, due in most part through 
donations.  Traverse City Little League will be 
hosting T-ball games here for our children this 
spring, for the first time since the park opened.  
Thank you to all who donated. 

In closing, be assured we are committed to the 
safety of the buildings in which our citizens live, 
work, eat and shop.  This department is responsi-
ble for code administration, inspections, plan re-
views, and property maintenance.  Whether in-
specting a hospital or a deck, the local building 
safety office has an impact on the everyday lives of 
all our citizens.  We pledge to live up to the re-
sponsibility that this privilege affords, and look 
forward to serving you! 

ZONING DEPARTMENT NEWS 
The Garfield Township Zoning Department has 
endured numerous changes during 2009, in an 
effort to provide a friendlier, more inviting envi-
ronment to our residents.  Although permit issu-
ance is down this year due to Michiganõs economic 
challenges, the zoning office has been active ad-
ministratively to ensure a smooth transition at the 
time of economic recovery and prosperity.  

The Zoning Board of Appeals has welcomed four 
new members to the committee, which include:      

Joe Yelencich (Vice Chairman), Ken OõBrien 
(Secretary), Linda McGuire (Planning Commission 
Rep.) and Bob Featherstone (Township Board 
Representative), who join long standing Chairman, 
Rick Smith.  

The ZBA, and all of us at Garfield Township, 
would like to thank long-time Planning Commis-
sion representative, Terry Clark, for his years of 
service on the ZBA. 

SPRING 2010 

FROM THE TREASURER 
It has been an interesting year, with many chal-
lenges ahead.  The Stateõs economic upheaval is 
present in Garfield Township.  We are seeing  
increased closings of auto-related manufacturing 
plants and retail businesses.  This has led to more 
vacant commercial buildings and a reduced tax 
base.  These closings make a big impact on the 
amount of personal property tax dollars we collect.  
I want to assure you that we will continue to take 
measures to work with township businesses to 
help them keep tax payments up to date .   

When I was elected in 2008, the Township had 
delinquent personal property taxes owing in the 
amount of $523,000.  Today the current amount 
of delinquent personal property taxes are only 
$161,000.  This is a 69% decrease in delinquency, 
even during one of the toughest economic times in 
years.  Deputy Treasurer, Therese OõBrien, staff 
and I have worked with many businesses educat-

ing them about personal property taxes and col-
lecting past due taxes.  We made visits to busi-
nesses to discuss their delinquency, worked out 
payment plans, and verified that the business was 
reporting assets correctly.   

As part of cost cutting measures, the Treasurerõs 
Dept. has also experienced a change in staff.  After 
22 years of service, Bobbie James retired on Dec. 
31, 2009.  She played an integral and important roll 
during my transition as the new Treasurer and she 
will be missed.  The Township chose not to add 
new staff in her place, but instead to cross-train 
current staff.  Hilary Alpers (full time in the As-
sessing Dept. for the past 3 years) will now share 
time between Assessing and the Treasurerõs office.  
I appreciate the trust you have placed in me and 
my staff.  We will continue to represent the best 
interests of all Garfield Township residents and 
businesses.            ñJeane Blood 

DID YOU KNOW? 
You can access information 
regarding your property online.  
Visit the recently updated 
Township website:  

 www.garfield-twp.com 
Find a link to our computer 
processor under the FAQõs on 
the Treasurerõs page.  Create 
your own username and you 
will receive a password by 
email.  Then log-in to view in-
formation about your resi-
dence like taxes due, amounts 
paid, make a tax payment with 
your credit card, even print a 
copy of your paid receipt.  Log 
on today! 

HOLIDAY HOURS 
 

Township Offices will be 
CLOSED the following days: 

 
April 2 ð Good Friday 

May 31 ð Memorial Day 
July 5 ð Independence Day 

(observed) 
September 6 ð Labor Day 



TALKINô TRASHðThe Township has set up a solid waste committee to look at ways to 

make garbage pick up more affordable and efficient within the Township.  Committee goals are to 
decrease cost, reduce garbage truck traffic on our streets, and to promote recycling within our commu-
nity.  It is important to the committee to get the best deal for township residents while allowing the 
spirit of competition to continue to thrive. 

Consideration was given to local companies, as well as companies that we felt had a strong commit-
ment to recycling and reducing the amount of trash that is reaching landfills.  We feel that the majority 
of residents prefer to have the customer relationship be between the hauler and themselves.  This way 
seasonal residents and those who use the bag method of disposal can continue without a flat garbage 
pickup fee assessed to all taxpayers. 

The committee has been able to negotiate with American Waste to provide garbage pick up with recy-

cling for $12 a month.  This price is for all residential customers in Garfield Township.  There will be 

a 30 day window for customers to sign up.  Please review the enclosed flyer from American Waste.  If 

you can commit to one year, please do so.  This is a voluntary choice and we do hope that we can get 

community support.  If you have any questions, please call any of us on the solid waste committee. 

Respectfully,  Bob Featherstone,  Kay Schumacher,  Molly Agostinelli 
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PARKS AND RECREATION NEWS  
Over the last decade, Garfield Township has managed over 400 acres of parkland with the assistance 

of the Grand Traverse Conservation District.  These parklands include the Boardman Valley Nature 

Reserve, Kids Creek Park, Hughes Drive Nature Reserve, Silver Lake Recreation Area, Miller Creek 

Nature Preserve, and the Grand Traverse Commons, as well as Hickory Meadows and the Commons 

Barns Area which are owned and managed by the City/Township Joint Recreational Authority.  It is 

estimated that District staff spent over 1,600 work hours at various Garfield Township parklands   

performing tasks such as boardwalk construction, trail maintenance, grass mowing, filling dog waste 

bag dispensers and other various upkeep.  The District also coordinates volunteers who help spruce up 

parkland.  All this is done at a great cost-savings and benefit to the Township. 

Kids Creek ParkñFor over 50 years, this area (known as the Oleson Buffalo Farm) was used to pas-

ture buffalo.  When the property was sold and the Great Wolf Lodge was built, 20 acres along Kids 

Creek were donated to the Township for preservation and parkland.  Through ongoing improvements, 

34 severe erosion sites have been restored, hiking trails and recreational bridges constructed, a recrea-

tional trailhead established, and a dangerous drop culvert removed.  For more info on this project or to 

volunteer to help care for any of Garfield Townshipõs beautiful parkland, visit the Township website or 

contact the G.T. Conservation District at 941-0960 or online at:  www.natureiscalling.org 

PAGE 4 

 
 

2010  
BOARD 

MEETINGS 
 

 
. 

 

Marchñ9th & 23rd 
Aprilñ13th & 27th 
Mayñ11th & 25th 
Juneñ8th & 22nd 
Julyñ13th & 27th 

Augustñ10th & 24th 
. 

All meetings begin promptly  
at 6:00p.m. upstairs in the  

Township Hall.  Meeting agendas 
and minutes can be viewed on 

the Township website; or can be 
received by email.  Sign up for 
emails by contacting Susan at 

the Township: 941-1620. 

 
Senior Foot Care 
ññññññññ 
Upcoming Senior Foot Care 
Clinics will be held at the 
Township Hall on April 6th, 
June 1st, and July 6th.  
Schedule your appointment 
by calling Susan at 941-1620.  
For more information, you 
can contact the Commission 
on Aging.   

 

 

Traverse City Little League will 
be holding T-Ball for 5 to 8 year 
olds at Garfield Twp. Silver 
Lake Park.  Watch for sign-up 
announcements in the TC Re-
cord Eagle.  If you would like to 
donate funds for further park 
baseball field improvements, 
call Carl at:  590-7806. 

NEW GARFIELD TOWNSHIP FIRE STATION  
The Grand Traverse Metro Emergency Services Authority was selected to receive a federal stimulus grant 

of $2.8 million dollars for the sole purpose of constructing a new fire station.  Metro is one of only four 

fire stations in the state to receive this grant.  The new fire station will be built on the north end of Silver 

Lake Park off East Silver Lake Road.  Studies have shown that a fire station was needed on the west side 

of the Township due to a 41% population growth over the last seven years, with current emergency re-

sponse times averaging 12 minutes.  National standards require response times to average 4 minutes, 

which would not be possible without this new station.  A fire station in this area will serve four schools, 

five adult foster care facilities, a large medical out-patient surgical center, numerous professional buildings 

and businesses, a large mobile home community and a large residential area.   

The building will have a residential one-story design and will house a crew of 5 or 6 members.  Plans call 

for the building materials to follow ògreenó standards which will help to make the station as eco-friendly 

as possible, including the collection of rainwater for outdoor irrigation.  The station is designed to be a 

structure that lasts for 50 to 100 years with minimal changes.  Construction is planned to start in the 

spring of 2010 and be completed within a year. 


