
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GARFIELD 
VIRTUAL TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING  

 
 
Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 6:00pm 
Garfield Township Hall 
3848 Veterans Drive 
Traverse City, MI 49684 
Ph: (231) 941-1620 
 
The Tuesday, February 9, 2021 regular Board meeting was cancelled due to technical issues with 
Zoom and rescheduled for Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 6:00pm.  The Public Hearings originally 
scheduled for February 9, 2021 will be rescheduled for the  March 9, 2021 Board meeting. 
 
The meeting will be held virtually due to the revised MDHHS Emergency Order and the Open 
Meetings Act amendment extending remote attendance provision to March 31, 2021.  Please visit 
our website (www.garfield-twp.com) for information on how to contact the Board member(s) to 
provide input on any business that will come before the Board.   
 
You are invited to the join the Township Board meeting on February 11, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85777266728 
Or iPhone one-tap :  
    US: +13126266799,,85777266728#  or +19292056099,,85777266728#  
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 312 626 6799  or +1 929 205 6099  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 669 
900 6833  or +1 253 215 8782  
Webinar ID: 857 7726 6728 
    International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdQfPllTB0 
 
Procedure for public comment if joining the webinar by phone:  If you wish to make a comment 
during the Public Comment portion of the meeting, dial *9 to raise your hand.  Public comment will 
be conducted following the guidelines below. 
 

AGENDA  
      
ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Call meeting to order 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll call of Board Members 
 
1. Public Comment 
 

Public Comment Guidelines: 
Any person shall be permitted to address a meeting of The Township Board, which is required to be 
open to the public under the provision of the Michigan Open Meetings Act, as amended. MCLA 
15.261, et.seq.) Public Comment shall be carried out in accordance with the following Board Rules 
and Procedures:    a.) any person wishing to address the Board is requested to state his or her name 
and address. b.) No person shall be allowed to speak more than once on the same matter, excluding 
time needed to answer Township Board Member’s questions. Where constrained by available time 
the Chairperson may limit the amount of time each person will be allowed to speak to (3) minutes. 1.) 
The Chairperson may at his or her own discretion, extend the amount of time any person is allowed to 
speak. 2.) Whenever a Group wishes to address a Committee, the Chairperson may require that the 
Group designate a spokesperson; the Chairperson shall control the amount of time the spokesperson 
shall be allowed to speak when constrained by available time. 

http://www.garfield-twp.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85777266728
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdQfPllTB0


 

 2. Review and approval of the Agenda - Conflict of Interest  
 
 3. Consent Calendar 

 
The purpose of the Consent calendar is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial 
items together to be dealt with in one Board motion without discussion. Any member of the 
Board, staff or the public may ask that any item on the Consent Calendar be removed there from 
and placed elsewhere on the Agenda for full discussion. Such requests will be automatically 
respected.  If any item is not removed from the Consent Calendar, the action noted in 
parentheses on the Agenda is approved by a single Board action adopting the Consent 
Calendar. 

 
a. Minutes – January 26, 2021 Regular Meeting 

 (Recommend Approval) 
               
b. Bills -      

 General Fund $59,544.40 
(Recommend Approval) 
 

c. Resolution 2021-09-T, a resolution approving Addendum 1 to Interlocal Agreement  
for Grand Traverse County Designated Assessor 

 (Recommend Approval) 
 

d. Resolution 2021-12-T, a resolution approving amendment to, and extension of, Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate 2018-038 for Traverse Area Machining  
(Recommend Approval)  
 

e. Resolution 2021-05-T, a resolution adopting payment to Township Committee Members 
(Recommend Approval) 
 

f. Consideration of a request from Tim Hinkley, President of Traverse City Boom Boom 
Club, for a contribution of $3,500 for the 2021 July 4th Fireworks 

 (Recommend Approval) 
 

g. PD 2021-21 – Parks and Recreation Commission 2020 Annual Report  
(Receive and File) 

 
h. PD 2021-17 – Planning Commission 2020 Annual Report (Receive and File) 

 
i. PD 2021-18 – Township Strategic Plan – 2020 Year End Report (Receive and File) 

 
j. PD 2021-15 – C-P and PUD Signs Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment – Introduction 

and schedule for public hearing on March 9, 2021 (Recommend Approval) 
 

4. Items removed from the Consent Calendar 
 

5. Correspondence   
 

a. Grand Traverse Conservation District – January 2021 Report 
b. Two letters from Haggard’s Plumbing and Heating dated January 25, 2021 
c. Email from Jim Muennich of Affordable Mattress by Appointment, dated January 27, 2021  



6. Reports 
  

a. County Commissioner’s Report 
b. Sheriff’s Report 
c. Planning Dept. Monthly Report for February 2021, PD 2021-20 
d. Parks & Recreation Report 
e. Clerk’s Report 
f. Supervisor’s Report 

 
7. Unfinished Business 

 
8. New Business 

 
a. Discussion of amending the Board Appointment Policy 

 
b. Discussion of Zoning Text Amendment process for increasing ZBA membership 

 
9. Public Comment 

 
10. Other Business   
 
11. Adjournment 
 

_____________________ 
        Lanie McManus, Clerk 
 

The Garfield Township Board will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, 
such as signers for hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting to individuals with disabilities upon the provision of reasonable advance notice 
to the Garfield Township Board.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or 
services should contact the Garfield Township Board by writing or calling Lanie McManus, 
Clerk, Ph: (231) 941-1620, or TDD #922-4412. 







































































































































































































































Board Appointment Policy ( amended) Approved June 26, 2018 

For Volunteer Boards and Commissions 

Purpose: 
To establish a uniform method of appointing members to various Garfield Township boards and/or 

commissions. To provide a clear outline for the Township Board and citizens to follow when applying and 
approving appointments. And, to seek out highly qualified individuals representing diverse cross-sections of 
our community to serve as members of these boards and/or commissions. 

Summary of Policy: 
By state statute, members of the Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals are appointed by the 

Township Supervisor with the Township Board of Trustee's approval. This policy will also be used for the 
Building Committee, Board of Review, Fire Board, Park Board, Recreation Board, Personnel Committee, and 
any other related committees required for the operation of the Township. Any situation not covered by this 
Board Appointment Policy shall be determined by Roberts Rules of Order, 2nd Edition. 

Recruitment and Application Process: 
1. The township supervisor - or designee - shall notify all members of boards and commissions ninety (90)
days prior to the expiration of their term that he/she must submit a letter or email to the appropriate
department head stating he/she wishes to be considered for reappointment.

2. A public notice will be placed in one or more conspicuous locations at the town hall, on the township
website and through the most effective advertising tools available, ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of
said terms, specifying the vacancies for all boards and/or commissions that are to expire. The notice will set
forth the application process and deadlines. Said application will be available on the website or by contacting

the township clerk.

3. To be eligible and considered for appointment to a board or commission, applications must be complete
and filed with the township clerk sixty ( 60) days preceding the beginning of the appointment term. If no
applications are received, or applicants lack the necessary background or qualifications, the Selection
Committee will be responsible for seeking out qualified applicants.

Selection and Appointments: 
Selection committee(s) is made up of the overseeing department head, township supervisor and current 
board chair will be responsible for reviewing and considering all applications received, and determining 
whether other applicants should be considered based on the skill set required for the particular board or 

commission. All applications even those not chosen by the Selection Committee will be available for review. 
The Selection Committee will review each ordinance requirements to make sure that they are in compliance 
to timelines and requirements related to appointment and terms. 

Following review by the selection committee(s), the applications of those deemed most qualified and meeting 
the specific requirements for the particular board or commission shall be submitted to the township board 
for review not less than two weeks before the regular board meeting at which the appointments are 
announced. 

Township board members may actively participate in the selection process through review of the selection 
committee recommendations. The township board will strive to achieve a diverse balance of appointees that 
cover the range of qualifications and perspectives for each board or commission. Township board members 
will consider the specific qualifications for each board or commission, and the experiences of each applicant. 
The board may conduct a work session to interview or discuss specific candidates, and may vote on the slate 
of appointments at the work session. In the event a work session is not necessary, the board shall vote on the 
slate of appointments at the 1st regular board meeting in December. 

All applicants will be notified in writing within seven (7) business days of the board's decision. Applicants not 
selected and/or applications received after October 30th will be kept on file and considered when other 
vacancies arise. 

8.a.













Charter Township of Garfield 
Grand Traverse County 

3848 VETERANS DRIVE 
TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN 49684 

PH:(231)941-1620 • FAX: (231)941-1588 

To: Garfield Township Board of Trustees 

From: Michael Green, Zoning Administrator 

Re: Zoning Text Amendment Process for Increasing ZBA Membership 

Date: Thursday, February 4, 2021 

8.b.

I have been asked to outline the steps for amending Section 1030.A of the Zoning Ordinance (see 
attached) to expand the membership of the Zoning Board of Appeals in response to the January 
21, 2021 Memo you received from Scott Howard. If the Township Board wishes to pursue an 
amendment, a motion could be made to direct the Planning Commission to begin the process of 
amending Section 1030.A of the Zoning Ordinance to increase the regular membership from five 
to seven (or more) members. If the Township Board elects to initiate an amendment, the 
Planning Commission and Township Board would each have to introduce and hold public 
hearings on the amendment before it could be adopted. As Section 1030 does not address the 
makeup of the Zoning Board of Appeals (i.e.: Planning Commission representative), I do not 
believe it is necessary to include language in the Ordinance if the Board wishes to appoint a 
Township Board member. Membership is addressed in Section 125.3601 of the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act (see attached), which is referenced in the opening paragraph of Ordinance 
Section 1030. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. I can be reached at 231-941-1620 
Extension 230 or at mgreen@garfield-twp.com. 

Attachments: 
I. Section 1030 of the Garfield Township Zoning Ordinance
2. Section 125.3601 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (see highlighted text)










